
1-vii. PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
All items of physical infrastructure are directly related economic development.  The intensity of that relationship does vary, yet each is important in the attraction of starting up or expansion of companies.

Transportation
Transportation includes roads, railroads, airlines, and waterways.  Each is used for the movement of people and goods among the sources of production and consumption.  Movement is not limited to within SCKEDD’s fourteen county area but includes movement from and to the State, nation, and the world.

Highways – The SCKEDD area is crossed from the north to the south by I-135 highway.  I-35 and I-135 run together from Oklahoma to Wichita, then I-135 continues north, while I-35 goes to the northeast as a turnpike connecting to Kansas City, Missouri.  I-135 connects three of SCKEDD’s major communities, Wichita, Newton and McPherson.  Highway 96 is a four-lane highway connecting Wichita to Hutchinson and circling the north and northeast parts of Wichita.


U. S. Highways 54, 400 and 160 are major east-west highways in the SCKEDD area.  U. S. Highways 50, 56, 96, 166 and 400 have all been recently upgraded providing better connections to the east.  Future plans call for the upgrade of U.S. 54 west to Colorado.  The State of Kansas has carried out these improvements under a highway-building program approved under Governor Hayden.

Railroads – In 1970, SCKEDD was served by six railroads.  The railroads have been reducing the miles of usable track through abandonment and reducing their numbers through acquisition.

Between 1970, and 1999, 2,501.3 miles of railroad track were abandoned in the State of Kansas. There were 5,317 miles of track remaining in 1999.  During that same period of time, 869.3 miles of track were abandoned in SCKEDD’s area or 34.7% of the total miles of track abandoned in Kansas. 


SCKEDD is presently served by the following main line railroads:

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway

Omni TRAX, Inc.

Southeast Kansas Railroad System

Union Pacific Railroad System

Airports – Within SCKEDD’s 14 counties there are twenty-four public use airport facilities that operate like a city or county airport.  There is one commercial airport in Wichita (Mid Continent) and one military airport, McConnell Air Force Base.

Utilities

Water is provided to the area through rural water districts, municipal water systems and individual private wells.  The rural water districts vary in size and are found in all fourteen of SCKEDD’s counties. Figures 24 through 38 are county maps showing water district boundaries, distribution lines and water sources.

The sources of water for the water districts and municipal water systems are lakes, rivers and wells.  A large number of wells tap into the Ogalala Aquifer.  This aquifer has been suffering from water being depleted faster than it can recharge.  Efforts to recharge the aquifer with rainwater have been approved by EPA were started around 2000.

Natural Gas utilities that serve the area, the areas the utilities serve, and the natural gas pipe lines that transport the gas are found in Figures 39 and 40.  The State of Kansas as a whole has been historically a natural gas exporter. 

The Telephone Exchange Areas, Figure 41, show both the names of the telephone company and the geographic area they serve.

Electric companies, private and municipal, serving the SCKEDD area, transmission lines and power plants are all shown in Figure 42.  State law requires private utilities to purchase any excess power produced by any source.  Wind generated electric power has started in Butler County.  

The Kansas Corporation Commission regulates the prices charged by the private utilities.

Medical Care

Eight of SCKEDD’s fourteen counties show a higher concentration of people employed in the medical field than would be expected by national averages.  The number of hospitals (32) in 1985 and 2005 has remained the same.  This has occurred due to four new hospitals being built since 2003.  The number of beds has decreased by 33.8% (1,428 beds).  Every county except Elk County has at least one hospital.  Wichita, in Sedgwick County, is a primary medical center for south central Kansas, and a large part of southwest Kansas.

Adult Care Homes provide for those who cannot go home or stay in the hospital.  We have seen a growth in this area as the population base of persons 65 and over has grown.  Table 73 shows the growth from 1985 to 2005.

Primary medical care for SCKEDD’s fourteen counties runs to both extremes with no gray areas.  The University of Kansas Medical Center in its ‘1998 Kansas Medically Underserved Areas Report’ designated eight SCKEDD counties as Critically Underserved and six as Not Underserved.  The critically underserved counties are Butler, Chautauqua, Elk, Greenwood, Kingman, Marion, Rice and Sumner.  The numbers of physicians and dentists in each county are found in Tables 74 and 75.

Higher Education
Post-high school educational opportunities cover all areas, from vocational technical schools to four-year Regent colleges that offer doctorates.  There are three vocational technical schools and they are: Cowley County Community College/AUTS Arkansas City, Hutchinson Community College/AUTS Hutchinson, and Wichita/AUTS Wichita.  SCKEDD also has within its boundaries four (4) two year colleges and ten (10) four year colleges.  Figure 76 lists these education facilities and their recent historical enrollments.

Recreation and Tourism

Recreation and tourism provide a wide variety of opportunities for visitors and locals alike.  People can enjoy the outdoors at one of the five reservoirs in the area ranging in size from 2,450 acres to 9,540 acres.  Other outdoor opportunities are wildlife preserves, nature areas, golf, tennis, swimming, hunting, historical trails, historical buildings, and archeological digs.

Indoors are art museums, the Kansas Cosmosphere and Discovery Center (the only place on the interior of the continent to have space artifacts), Exploration Place, Challenger Learning Center, theaters, dance, and historical museums.

The Kansas Department of Commerce and regional tourism groups are constantly striving to increase travel and tourism to the State and south central Kansas.  

Housing

The 2000 Census provided a large amount of information on the types of occupancy, value and number of housing units in SCKEDD’s area.

Number of Housing Units

319,607

Number Owner Occupied

203,238

Percentage Owner Occupied

63.6%

Renter Occupied Units

89,694

Percentage Renter Occupied Units
28.1%

The Median Contract Rent for 2000, Median Value of Owner Occupied Homes, and Mobile Home Housing Units for 2000 are found in Tables 82 and ___.

As the number of housing units has grown the percentage of homeowners have continued to be nearly constant.

For Kansas as a whole the owner occupancy rate in 2000 was 63.53%

	
	Housing

Units
	Percent

Growth
	Percentage

Owner

Occupied
	Change

	1980

1990

2000
	264,030
	
	63.8%
	

	
	292,295
	10.7%
	61.6%
	-2.2%

	
	319,607
	9.3%
	63.6%
	+2.0%


Through the decade of the 1990’s, three of SCKEDD’s counties saw small decreases in the number of housing units.  All the other counties gained.  From 2000 to 2004, every county has gained housing units.  Looking at the percentages of homes (1990) built in each of the counties prior to 1940, there is a range of 11% in Sedgwick County to 51.7% in Elk County.   The difference between the more urban faster growing counties and rural slower growing counties is expected.  
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