
1-ii. Agricultural Resources
The fourteen county area has adapted its crops and livestock uses to match the area’s soil, precipitation, and temperature variations.  A more detailed discussion is in the Land Use and Soils section.  The combination of livestock produced and crops harvested has a combined 2004 value of $970,666,000.  Using 2000 dollars, real growth was an increase of 14.38% (See Table 70).


The livestock produced in 2004 had a value of $372,197,900 of which cattle comprised the lion’s share.  Cattle are predominate agricultural product in SCKEDD’s eastern counties.  These counties are geographically located in the Flint Hills.  


Dairy farming and egg production are two agricultural products that are developing but have not yet grown to be a large part of agricultural production.  


Looking to the western part of SCKEDD’s area, crops start to take on the mantle of the primary agricultural product.  Going west and south, crops totally dominate agricultural production.  The largest crop is wheat.  Other crops include: cotton, corn, hay sorghum, soybeans, and sunflowers.  

Cotton is the newest crop to the area.  It is being grown in Cowley, Sumner and Harper Counties.  Cotton gins have been built in both Cowley and Harper Counties.

Ethanol plants are being built in Kansas, two are in planning stages in SCKEDD’s 14 county area.  The impact of these plants on the cost of corn, and cattle has yet to be determined.

Table 69 shows the total amounts of agricultural production by county.  Pages 13 through 27 provide detailed information on the production within each county.
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